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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

National Merit Scholars Announced 
Recently, the National Merit Scholarship Program announced nationwide the 2015 

finalists for Merit Scholar awards. We are pleased to announce one of our current BHS 
seniors is on the list. The 2015 BHS National Merit Finalist is James Maltman. 

Congratulations James! 

Pre-Registration and Parent Nights 

We are already beginning to shift gears at BHS to begin the transition and pre-

registration process for the 2015-2016 school year. Running Start Information night 
here at BHS will be March 5 in our library.  Junior Parent Night will be Tuesday, March 

10th at 7 pm.   
Please check out our website and be sure you are signed up for the BHS listserv in 

order to stay informed about these important activities. 
 

 

BHS SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS (SBA)     May 19-22, 2015! 

This May, students in grade 11 will take the new Smarter Balanced tests in both Math 

and English/Language Arts (ELA). 
Students in grade 10 will take the Smarter Balanced Assessment in the 



English/Language Arts area.  If the 10th graders pass the ELA section with a set score, 

they will not be required to take it next year as an 11th grader.    
 

Students in grade 11 will take the tests online; students in grade 10 will take paper 
and pencil tests.  

 
May 19 – 22:  BHS will have a late start for the 9th and 12th graders as they are not 

being tested.  Students not being tested may still arrive at the same time and use the 

opportunity to study in the Library.  Please mark your calendars! 
 

For more information about the Smarter Balanced Assessments and to try out a prac-
tice test, please visit our BHS or SBA websites:   

 
http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8//Announcement

%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf 
 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/ 

 

Mary Alice O’Neill 
Principal 

 

 
 

 

AROUND BHS 
 
Spring Musical Coming 
The BHS Spring Musical is "Return to the Forbidden Planet" – to Rock n’Roll AND 
BEYOND.   Auditions for the BHS Spring Musical are March 10, 11, & 12, 2015 in the 

LGI/Choir Room.  All students audition with one verse of a song memorized.  If 
interested in a speaking role, students memorize a 1 minute monologue from a play or 

musical.  Sign-ups for the auditions will be in the Library at the end of 
February.    Questions: email Barbara Hume at bhume@bisd303.org 

 
Math Department Students of the Month(s) 
The Math Department is proud to recognize the following Students of the Month for 
their outstanding performance in December and January.  These students demon-

strated the ability to master new concepts, consistently excel in all work and show a 
willingness to help their classmates find success. 

 
     Max Brown            Parker Bushey            Emily Garfunkel 

     Skyler Hallinan      Brian Hutchison         Alyssa James 

     Taylor Jumpa        Timo Lahtinen             Nate Michaels 
     Annalee Nelson     Jay Pabst                    Kira Rain 

     Sam Roth              Emma Sellers              Finn Tait 
     Rudy Tommila       Kelsey Trapp              Konner Vander Leest 

     Edward Wilson     Emma Winker 

http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8/Announcement%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf
http://www.bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/8/Announcement%20Attachments/smarter-balance-info.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
mailto:bhume@bisd303.org


BHS Students Win May Scholastic Writing Awards 

Eleven Bainbridge High School students won 15 writing awards at the prestigious Re-
gional Scholastic Art and Writing Contest this year. BHS winners spanned three grade 

levels; winning writers included an 11th grader, five 10th graders, and four 9th grad-
ers.  Two of the winners, Leah Potter and Maxwell Brown, are repeat writers who 

have won multiple Scholastic Writing Awards in consecutive years.  

First time entrant Mara Smith won a Gold Key for her Personal Essay/Memoir entitled 

“Sliver of Hope” which will advance on to the national level of the contest to be judged 
in New York.  Smith also earned a Silver Key for her short story as well. The following 

7 students won Silver Key awards for their writing:  Kathryn Barker, Maxwell 
Brown, Anna Harmes (2 Silver Key awards), Julia Jackson, Leah Potter, Anna 

Scott, and Mara Smith.  In addition, Maxwell Brown, Eric Jung, Jianna Kauf-
man, Emma Sellers, and Stella Streufert also earned Honorable Mentions for their 

work. BHS writers won awards in a variety of writing categories including: Dramatic 
Script, Personal Essay/ Memoir, Short Story, Flash Fiction, Science Fiction/Fantasy, 

Poetry, and Critical Essay. To celebrate, students earning regional Scholastic Writing 
Awards will be recognized at an awards ceremony at Cornish College of the Arts in Se-

attle. 

Since 1923, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards have recognized the vision, ingenuity, 

and talent of our nation’s youth, and provided opportunities for creative teens to be 
celebrated. Each year, increasing numbers of teens participate in the program, and 

become a part of our community–-young artists and writers, filmmakers and photog-
raphers, poets, and sculptors, along with countless educators who support and en-

courage the creative process. 

Students across America submitted 255,000 original works during our 2014 program 

year. 

The Awards are presented by The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, as a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization, whose mission is to identify students with exceptional artistic 
and literary talent and present their remarkable work to the world through the Scho-

lastic Art & Writing Awards. Students receive opportunities for recognition, exhibition, 

publication, and scholarship. 

Since its founding, the Awards have established an amazing track record for identify-

ing the early promise of our nation’s most accomplished and prolific creative lead-
ers. Alumni include artists Andy Warhol, Philip Pearlstein, Cy Twombly, Robert Indi-

ana, Kay WalkingStick, and John Baldessari; writers Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, 
Bernard Malamud, Maya Goldberg, and Joyce Carol Oates; photographer Richard Ave-

don (who won for poetry); actors Frances Farmer, Robert Redford, Alan Arkin, and 
John Lithgow; and filmmakers Stan Brakhage, Ken Burns, and Richard Linklater. Out-

side the arts, Awards alumni employ their creativity to become successful in any num-
ber of ways – leaders in fields including journalism, medicine, finance, government 

and public service, the law, science, design, and more. 

 

 



 
 

 

 
National Honor Society Membership Information 
Congratulations! If your student has a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or above and has no 
disciplinary offenses to date at BHS, then he/she is eligible and invited to join the 

National Honor Society. NHS is one of the highest academic honors that can be 
awarded to a high school student. Our chapter of NHS has worked hard to bring the 

accomplishments of outstanding students to the attention of parents, teachers, peers, 
and the community. Our chapter, along with over 15,000 chapters across the nation, 

strives to give practical meaning to the Society's standards of scholarship, leadership, 
service, and character. At this time, we are encouraging students to join and become 

a part of the BHS Chapter.  

The following four ideals have been considered as the basis for the selection into NHS. 
No student is inducted simply because of a high academic average. The National 

Honor Society strives to recognize the total student--one who excels in all four of 
these areas. The standards used for to maintain membership in NHS are:  

Scholarship: Maintain a minimum 3.5 cumulative grade point average  

Leadership: Demonstrate the initiative for promoting school activities, model 

superior behavior and decision-making skills both at school and within the 
community.  

During the sophomore & junior year, the student is required to mentor a new 
student to BHS. 

Community Service: Each member must complete 45 hours of service by 
April 6th of their senior year to earn their gold graduation honor cords. Two 

of the 45 hours must be completed on campus during sophomore year 
through the direction of the advisor. For every 100 hours of service, any stu-

dent can earn a Presidential Service Medal upon graduation.  

Character: NHS is a member of the Character Counts! ™ Coalition @ 
www.charactercounts.org All members shall exhibit the highest ethical stand-

ards of honesty, citizenship and reliability by abiding by school and communi-
ty rules/laws and they must actively participate to improve the overall health, 

wellness and functioning of Bainbridge High School.  

Membership, however, is more than an honor. It incurs a responsibility and an obliga-
tion to demonstrate those outstanding qualities that resulted in membership selection. 

The student’s membership also carries a responsibility to the chapter. If our BHS 
chapter to the National Honor Society is to be effective and meaningful, each member 

must fulfill the above requirements. We hope your student will take advantage of this 
open enrollment period and become a member of National Honor Society. Member-

ship is open from March 2-13th. Stop by Mrs. Moore's room 311 and pick up the 

invitation to join. All invitations must be returned by March 13th at 3:30 PM. We will 
host an informational meeting for all interested new members on Tuesday, March 5th 

http://www.charactercounts.org/


in the LGI at break. This is where the student can seek the answers to questions and 

talk with this year's NHS officers.  

 

Future Business Leaders of America Students Excel 
Congratulations to the following students for qualifying for state FBLA competition this 
last February. We didn't have as many students taking individual tests this year; this 

group of members is more into group tests and presentations. 

Agribusiness: Nate Marx, 1st 

Business Calculations: Ryan Cox, 2nd, Mitch Hobbs, 3rd, Carys Helm, 4th, & 

Quinn Rain, 5th 

Business Comm.: Charlie Hanacek, 1st, & Carys Helm, 2nd  

Business Law: Albert Ragsdale, 1st 

Computer Problem Solving: Charlie Hanacek, 1st & Akira Smedley, 5th Econom-

ics: Ryan Cox, 2nd  

Entrepreneurship: Amina Lee & Jack O’Neill, 1st, Mike Rose & Jennifer Schar-

rer, 3rd, Ben LaRoche & Ricky Perry, 4th, & Ruark Bohonos & Mateo Florez, 
5th 

Global Business: Claire Alexander & Robert Lafferty, 1st & Ricky Perry & Mike 

Rose, 2nd 

Impromptu Speaking: Ryan Cox, 1st 

Insurance & Risk Management: Charlie Hanacek, 1st 

Management Decision Making: Ricky Perry & Jennifer Scharrer 

Marketing: Ben LaRoche, Quinn Rain, & Grayson Wildsmith, 1st, Jack O'Neill & 
Ricky Perry, 2nd, Ruark Bohonos & Mateo Florez, 3rd, Claire Alexander & 

Robert Lafferty, 4th, and Dashiell Mortell & Mike Rose, 5th 

Personal Finance: Mitch Hobbs, 2nd, & Carys Helm, 4th 

Securities and Investments: Charlie Hanacek, 2nd, Albert Ragsdale, 3rd, & Nick 

Ruggerio, 4th 

Sports & Entertainment Management: Ruark Bohonos, Ryan Cox, & Nate Marx, 
1st, Ben LaRoche & Grayson Wildsmith 3rd, and Riley Gregoire & Kate Kinney, 

4th 
 

 

 
 



COUNSELING OFFICE AND CAREER CENTER 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648 

 
Counseling Office.................206-842-2913 

Adam Ward..................................780-1259....................... Students A-E 
Nicole Bakker….............................780-1359....................... Students F-Mc. 

Lauren D’Amico (M, T, TH)..............855-0419...........Students Me-P & Running Start  
Jamie K. Walter.............................780-1376.......................Students Q-Z 

 
Registrar - Cris Cannestra……780-1253 

Counseling Secretary - Rilla Hughes…….780-1251 

 
 

To better serve everyone, counselors operate on an appointment system; students 
and/or parents can contact, Ms. Rilla Hughes, to schedule an appointment.  

Counselors try to be available for drop-ins during break and lunch. 
 

We maintain a 'helping' library with books that parents might find interesting in 
dealing with adolescents.  Also, we have a list of resources available if people are 

looking for assistance; counselors can make referrals to community therapists. 
 

 
UPCOMING DATES……………….PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

Wednesday, February 27 @ 7pm 8th Grade Parent Night-BHS 

Tuesday, March 10 @ 7pm 11th Grade Parent Night-BHS 

Thursday, March 5 @ 7pm RUNNING START Information Night-BHS 

Library 

Friday, March 13 Deadline for AP exam payment (see below 

for details) 

Tuesday March 17 HSPE Testing-Reading for 11th & 12th grade 

Wed. & Thurs., March 18 - 19 HSPE Testing-Writing for 11th & 12th grade 

Thursday, March 19 - Friday, March 27 College Planning Day sponsored by the 
Washington Council 

 (To get a calendar, go to:  

www.washingtoncouncil.org/collegeplanning.htm ) 

Saturday, April 25 Spring College Tour @ Seattle U from noon 

to 3pm 

Monday, May 4 - Friday, May 15 AP Exams (see below for more 

information) 

Monday, May 4 - Friday, June 12 EOC Math Exams and Biology 

Tuesday, May 19 – Friday, May 22 Smarter Balanced Testing for 10th & 11th 

grade 

 
DEADLINE TO DROP A CLASS 

Even though most students are scheduled into 6 classes, 5 courses define a “full-time 
student.”  Friday, March 13th is the last day for students who currently carry 6 courses 

to drop down to 5 courses without it showing on the high school transcript.  From 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648
http://www.washingtoncouncil.org/collegeplanning.htm


March 14 through April 24th, if a student drops a 6
th class, it shows as a “W” on the 

transcript with no penalty to the GPA.  Drops after April 25th will carry a grade of 
“F”.   Students who drop below 5 courses are no longer full-time; this may have 

implications for athletics and insurance and/or support benefits. 
NOTE: Seniors who wish to drop an academic class will be asked to confirm 

with their colleges that doing so will not compromise their 
application/admission.  

 

SPRING DROP DEADLINES 
No penalty for drops prior to March 13th  

Grade of "W" for drops after April 24th   

Grade of "F" for drops after April 25th  

 

REGISTRATION FOR 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR 
We continue to use the Skyward computer system for pre-registration. Pre-

Registration for 2015-2016 classes will look familiar to years past.  

 
The process began February 24th when Pre-Registration Forms were distributed to all 

grade levels.  The week of February 24th a List Serve message was sent out alerting 
families of the on-line procedures.   

 
This process must be completed by March 12th  for all grade levels!!! 

BE VERY CERTAIN THAT THE COURSES YOUR STUDENT SIGNS UP FOR ARE THE ONES 

HE/SHE WANTS TO TAKE OR NEEDS FOR GRADUATION.  The Master Schedule is 
built based on these selections. 

 
ALSO, BE CERTAIN THAT PRE-REQUISITES HAVE BEEN MET AND ALTERNATES LISTED 

ARE ACCEPTABLE.   
 

**Preferential changes will not be accommodated in August and/or September. 

 
GRADE LEVEL AND CREDITS (All Grades) 

Each June, to be advanced to the next level, students are required to have the 
following accumulated credits: 

 To be called a Sophomore = 5.5 credits  
 To be called a Junior = 11.0 credits or more 

 To be called a Senior = 17.0 credits or more 
 

COUNSELOR VISITS (All Grades) 
During the spring semester, counselors will be conducting classroom guidance 

sessions in the following grade levels:   
 

   9th grade English classes:  to assist students in building 5-Year Plans ** 
 11th grade American Studies classes:  to discuss post-high school planning 

issues and the college application process.  

   8th grade at Woodward, Odyssey and Hyla:  to discuss orientation to the high 
school.   

 



 

TESTING SCHEDULE FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDENTS - (COST IS 
$95.00) 

AP (Advanced Placement) TESTING:   

Students who are in AP classes are expected to take the AP exam for that course.  

Make-up examinations are only administered in certain cases (serious illness, athletic 
event conflict).  The College Board prescribes the test dates and BHS is not allowed to 

deviate from their schedule.   The AP Program does not require students to take an AP 

course prior to taking an AP exam. 

 

Week of May 4:  Chemistry, Environmental Science, Calculus AB & BC, Computer 
Science, English Literature, Spanish Language, Studio Art, U.S. History, 

European History 
Week of May 11:  Biology, Physics, U.S. Government & Politics, English Language, 

Statistics, Macro & Micro Economics. 
 

 
A flier will be distributed to all students in their AP classes to let them know their 

exam date, cost, registration and payment deadline (instructions).  Bainbridge High 
School will start accepting payments for the AP exam starting Friday, February 13th.  

The deadline to pay the AP Test fee will be Friday, March 13th so that 
appropriate materials can be ordered for each student.  Each test is $95 and checks 

should be made payable to BHS.  Please put the student’s name and which AP 

test(s) s/he is taking on the check. 
 

2015 AP Exam schedule 

The 2014 AP Exams will be administered over two weeks in May: May 4th - 8th and 
May 11th - 15th.  Coordinators are responsible for notifying students when and where 

to report for the exams. Early testing or testing at times other than those published by 
the College Board is not permitted under any circumstances.  

  

Week 1  Morning 8 a.m.  Afternoon 12 noon  

Monday, 
May 4 

Chemistry 
Environmental Science 

 

Tuesday, 

May 5 

Calculus AB  

Calculus BC 

 

Wednesday, 
May6 

English Literature and Composi-
tion 

 

Thursday, 

May 7 

Computer Science A 

Spanish Language and Culture 

 

Friday, 
May 8 

U.S. History European History 

 
Studio Art—Last day for Coordina-

tors to submit digital portfolios 



Week 1  Morning 8 a.m.  Afternoon 12 noon  

(by 8 p.m. EDT) and to gather 2-
D Design and Drawing Students 

for physical portfolio assembly. 

 
 

 
 

Week 2  Morning 8 a.m. Afternoon 12 
noon 

2 P.M. 

Monday, 

May 11 

Biology  

 

Physics C: Me-

chanics 
 

Physics C: Electricity & 

Magnetism 

Tuesday, 

May 12 

United States Government 

and Politics 

  

Wednesday, 
May 13 

English Language & Composi-
tion 

Statistics  

Thursday, 

May 14 

 Macro Economics  

Friday, 
May 15 

Micro Economics    

 

SENIOR SPRING SCHEDULES 

With graduation approaching, many seniors view spring as a time to cut back or slack 
off on school work. To maintain full student status, students must be enrolled in 5 

classes (or 13 credit hours for Running Start students). A student carrying fewer than 
5 credits (or 13 hours) is part-time and this could affect eligibility for car insurance 

rates, support payments or other benefits (SSI) predicated on full-time status.  
Colleges in particular like to see students continuing to prepare themselves for their 

future. Counselors will insist students contact their colleges of choice if requesting a 
reduced schedule. From experience, we know that the less a student is here, the less 

a student is really here.  
 

TRANSCRIPT & APPLICATION RELEASE INFO (SENIORS) 
Please Note:  The counseling office will not send applications or release transcripts via 

Parchment if a student owes money to BHS.  Be sure to check the fine list or ask, 
Sarah Spray in the Accounting Office (main office window), if you are not certain of 

your status.   Also, in order to participate in graduation ceremonies seniors 

have to PAY all fines as well as PASS all required courses.   
 

Students and parents are reminded that the counseling office does not release 
transcripts, test scores or recommendations without written permission from the 

student or parent.  When a student turns 18 or graduates, ONLY the student can 
release such records. 

 
TEST PREP 

Counselors do not endorse a particular test prep class, but do offer a list of test prep 
opportunities in the Counseling Center that includes courses, software, and web sites 

available to help students prepare for the SAT/ACT. This list is also available on our 



web site under the “Testing” tab.  You do not need to pay a large amount of money 

for test prep. Naviance, College Board, ACT and WOIS offer free sample tests and 
questions and can be accessed via their web sites: www. naviance.com, 

www.collegeboard.org, www.act.org and www.wois.org 
 

Parents or students are encouraged to contact the counselors with questions.   
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS: 

Students need to check Naviance periodically for scholarships that are currently 
available.  The Naviance website has an on-line list of available scholarships, which is 

updated whenever we learn of new scholarships. In addition, the Counseling Office 
maintains a notebook with several scholarships that may not be on the Naviance page. 

Come and check it out! Seniors interested in specific 2 and 4-year schools should 
contact these institutions for scholarships available through them. Parents should 

check to see if their places of employment offer scholarships for dependents. 
Membership in fraternal organizations, service clubs, religious affiliations and past or 

current military service may qualify a student for certain scholarships. Many 
scholarships do not require affiliation with the organization offering the scholarship.  

Great resources for scholarship information are:  www.fastweb.com, 
www.thewashboard.org, www.meritaid.com, www.zinch.com, www.cappex.com and 

many other reputable sites. 
  

FAFSA - FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (SENIORS) 

FAFSA - The Free Application For Federal Student Aid is available on line at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov   It is required of all students who will apply for any need-based 

financial aid for colleges.  We encourage interested families to go on-line right away to 
register for a PIN, which must be procured before registering for FAFSA.  The FAFSA 

cannot be submitted until January 1, 2015, but it should be submitted as soon as 
possible on or after that date.   

 
Note:  Watch out for scams!  Applying for FAFSA is free.  Families should be wary of 

“dot com” or other web sites that charge for “help” to apply for the FAFSA.  Help is 
available through college financial aid offices and the Federal Student Aid Information 

Center (1-800-4-FED-AID; 1-800-433-3243).  
 

FINANCIAL AID - “CSS PROFILE” FORM (SENIORS) 
The “CSS Profile” is required of applicants applying for need-based financial aid by a 

relatively small number of colleges (almost all are private).  Information on this 

program for students planning to enter college in the 2015-2016 school year is 
available in at: https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index:jsp  

 
FOUR YEAR BACCALAURATE PUBLIC COLLEGES (SENIORS) 

All Washington public universities prefer that students apply on-line. University of 
Washington and Western Washington University require applicants to submit a 

personal statement. Students should have a trusted adult review their writing. 
Counselors encourage all students to include a personal statement with all of their 

applications. Check individual colleges for application deadlines. Seniors should submit 
a College Tracking Form listing all their colleges, public or private, to the counseling 

secretary. This form can be found under College Planning on the BHS counseling home 
web site. 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.wois.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.thewashboard.org/
http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.zinch.com/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index:jsp


  

COMMUNITY COLLEGES (SENIORS) 
The entrance requirement for the 34 public two-year colleges and technical colleges in 

Washington is a high school diploma. All prospective community college students 
should submit applications in early spring since most campuses assign registration 

appointments based on receipt of a completed application. The ASSET, Accuplacer or 
Compass test, is used to determine appropriate placement in courses.  Students 

desiring to complete an AA degree and then transfer to a four-year school need to 

communicate that information to their college advisor and plan accordingly. 
  

PNACAC SPRING COLLEGE FAIR (JUNIORS) Saturday, April 25, 2015 12:00-3:00 PM 
The Pacific Northwest Association for College Admission Counseling will be hosting its 

annual spring college fair at Seattle University. Over 100 colleges from across the 
country will be in attendance. For a listing of colleges that will be attending, please go 

to the PNACAC website at: www.pnacac.org. 
 

Seattle:  
Location:  Seattle University 

Date:  Saturday, April 25, 2015 
Time:  Noon - 3 PM 

Chair:  Katie O'Brien, obrienk@seattleu.edu 
Fair information: http://www.pnacac.org/index_files/Page5563.htm 

 

  
COLLEGE PLANNING  DAY   (All Students) Thursday, March 23rd, 9:00 - 12 noon 

The Washington Council College Planning Day at Seattle Pacific University will take 

place on Thursday, March 23rd, 2014 from 9:45 AM-11:50 AM. For specific questions 

regarding registration, please contact; Mikki Running at mikki@spu.edu. 
 

WEST SOUND TECHNICAL SKILLS CENTER (SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS) 
Interested juniors and sophomores are encouraged to check out the excellent career 

training programs offered at the West Sound Technical Skills Center. Students are full-
time Bainbridge High School students who join other Kitsap county juniors and seniors 

at the Bremerton Center for half the day and return to BHS for the other half. 
Transportation is provided. Talk to your counselor or call (360)473-0550 for more 

information. There are limited openings for spring semester. Interested students 
should contact their counselor ASAP for registration for fall programs.  For more 

information about WST and its programs visit www.westsoundtech.com. 
 

CAUTION REGARDING PERSONAL WEB SITES (ALL STUDENTS) 
With the growing popularity of personal web sites, such as Facebook, and others, we 

know that it is not uncommon for colleges, universities, potential employers, etc. to 

check these web sites. It is important for you and your student to make sure that they 
are not releasing inappropriate material/information about themselves. As indicated by 

a number of admissions offices, this could potentially have a negative impact in an 
admissions decision.   

  
RUNNING START 

Running Start is a program available to qualified juniors and seniors in Washington 
State which allows for tuition-free attendance at a community college in the state.  

http://www.pnacac.org/
http://www.pnacac.org/index_files/Page5563.htm


Students may attend classes at both the CC and BHS.  Credits earned at the CC will 

count toward graduation at BHS and may count toward a college degree as well.  
Students interested in the program should pick up an informational handout in the 

counseling office or on the BHS web site and then contact Ms. Lauren D’Amico at 855-
0419 for more information.  To start the process, students must have junior year 

standing with a minimum of 11 credits. A placement test (Accuplacer at OCC and 
COMPASS at SCCC) is then required to determine eligibility.  Olympic College has an 

additional requirement of a 2.5 high school GPA.  The placement test (given at the CC) 

should be taken by mid-April for students who are interested in enrolling for fall 2015.  
Because the community colleges are on a quarter system, and Bainbridge High School 

is on a semester system, interested students are encouraged to begin Running Start 
in the fall of the school year. Running Start Information Night (for parents and 

students) will be Thursday, March 5th at 7:00 PM in the Library. Representatives 
from Seattle Central and Olympic College will present the program and answer 

questions. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
A number of students choose correspondence courses as one way to make up classes 

failed or missed at BHS.  In order for these credits to be transferred to a student’s 
BHS transcript, courses must be approved and supervised by the student’s BHS 

counselor.  All exams must be monitored here on campus.  Since correspondence 
courses are independent studies, it is the student’s responsibility to regularly check 

his/her progress with the counselor.  Students wishing to take a correspondence 

course should make an appointment with his/her counselor. 
 

JUNIOR/SENIOR PLANNING GUIDE 
Seniors are reminded to consult their, Junior/Senior Planning Guide, for information 

about post high school planning, including the application procedure, time lines, 
financial aid information, and other pertinent data about planning for life after high 

school. This will be updated for the class of 2016 later this spring. 
 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES/DEFERRALS/DENIALS (SENIORS) 
March is often punctuated by frequent trips to the mailbox (“snail-mail” or electronic 

mail) to check on application status at various colleges.  Most colleges will be sending 
out decisions in March and into April.  May 1st is the national notification date that 

students need to communicate their acceptance or rejection of an admissions offer.  
Most colleges require a monetary deposit by May 1st to secure the student’s 

space.  Students should not feel pressured to commit until they have received both 

admissions and financial aid information from all of their schools.  If a student has 
been wait-listed, it would be a good idea to consult with the BHS counselor regarding 

strategies.  Counselors have encouraged all students to make certain that they 
included a safety net school in their applications.  



 

 

COMMMUNITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The new BISD website provides better and more efficient navigational elements to 
what was previously one-page of all the Community News & Events listings. From the 

link below you will see the following choices in the left-hand menu, allowing you to 

more quickly choose the information you want to see: 

 School-sponsored Events & Information 
 February (monthly) Community Events 

 Community Classes 
 Ongoing Community Opportunities 

Here's the link:  http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005  
 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Mar 05 Running Start Info Night     BHS Library             7 p.m. 

Mar 06 TOLO Dance                       Commons           8:30-11 p.m. 

Mar 10 Junior Parent Night             Commons                7 p.m. 

Mar 18 BHS Band Concert              Commons             6:30 p.m. 

Mar 30 – 

Apr 3 

NO SCHOOL             Spring Break 

Apr 6 School Resumes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005

